
veteran-to-veteran
Catholic Community Hospice, a service of Catholic Charities of 
Northeast Kansas, is recruiting veteran volunteers to be paired 
with hospice patients who have served our country in the mili-
tary. The four-level program calls for care and services sensitive to 
the specific needs of veterans. Page 3

service in song
The middle school choir at Holy Family School in Topeka, under the 
direction of instructor Rita Bennett, lend their voices to funerals. 
Pages 8-9. To hear the choir, visit The Leaven’s website at: www.
theleaven.com or The Leaven’s Facebook page at: www.facebook.
com/theleavenkc.
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after leaving for afghanistan 
in March, aquinas teacher 
Leo Brown returns home  . . .

an emotional 1st sgt. Leo Brown returned to st. thomas aquinas High school in overland Park on oct. 31 to the cheers of the students and faculty.

Brown gets a big hug from senior Brianna Woicke after surprising the student body with his return 
from afghanistan where he had been serving with the U.s. air Force reserve.

T
his time, the tables were turned. 

When Leo Brown, a theology 

teacher at St. Thomas Aquinas 

High School in Overland Park, 

left the school to serve as a first 

sergeant in Afghanistan, the stu-

dents and faculty surprised him 

with a big send-off. On Oct. 31, it was Brown’s turn to sur-

prise everyone with his return to Aquinas. The returning 

airman greeted everyone soon after school started at a 

surprise assembly. He has spent the intervening time on 

deployment with the U.S. Air Force Reserve’s 442nd Fight-

er Wing Maintenance Group.

PHoToS By 
sUsan McsPadden



Last week, I 
shared with 
you some high-

lights of our recent
archdiocesan Marian 
pilgrimage to Fatima, Santiago 
de Compostela, Lourdes and 
Rome. However, I did not 
mention the very first stop 
of the pilgrimage was at the 
Church of the Holy Miracle in 
Santarem, Portugal.

In the 1200s, a woman of 
Santarem was distressed by 
her husband’s lack of affection 
toward her, his frequently 
staying out very late at night 
and her fear that he was 
unfaithful to his wedding 
vows. In her desperation, the 
woman went to a sorceress 
for assistance, who promised 
to restore her marriage if the 
woman could procure for 
her a consecrated eucharistic 
host. 

Despite a reluctance to 
fulfill the request of the 
sorceress, the woman was 
so determined to restore her 
marriage that, after receiving 
holy Communion, she 
removed the host from her 
mouth and wrapped it in a 
veil. While on her way to the 
sorceress, a concerned passer-
by pointed out that she was 
apparently bleeding as blood 
was seeping from the host 
through the veil. The woman, 
regretting very much what 
she had done but uncertain 
how to remedy the situation, 
went home and placed the 
host wrapped in the veil in a 
trunk.

As usual, the woman’s 
husband came home very 
late. The woman, fearful 
of her husband’s reaction, 
said nothing to him about 
what had happened. They 
were both awakened in the 
middle of the night by bright 
beams of light emanating 
from the trunk. At this point, 
the woman confessed to 
her husband what she had 
done and why. Both husband 
and wife spent the night in 

prayer in the presence of 
the eucharistic Lord asking 
forgiveness for their sins. 

The next day, the couple 
confessed to their parish 
priest what they had done. 
The priest came to their 
home to retrieve the Blessed 
Sacrament. He encased the 
consecrated host in wax. The 
following day, when the priest 
examined the host, he was 
startled to discover the wax 
casing was shattered, and the 
host was now mysteriously 
enclosed in a crystal 
container.

The parish church 
was under the protective 
patronage of St. Stephen, 
the first Christian martyr. 
As news spread about the 
eucharistic miracle, the 
church became known 
popularly as the Church of 
the Holy Miracle. The host in 
the crystal container can still 
be seen today by pilgrims.

Incidentally, the eucharistic 
miracle in Santarem did result 
in the renewal and restoration 
of the couple’s marriage. 
During this year especially 
devoted to the strengthening 
of marriage and family life, it 
would be wonderful for our 
eucharistic adoration chapels 
to be crowded with husbands 
and wives praying for the 
grace to be able to love their 
spouse with greater fidelity, 
passion and generosity. 

This is just one of many 
eucharistic miracles that 
have been chronicled all over 
the world. One of the most 
significant and well-known 
sites of a eucharistic miracle 
is Bolsena, Italy. In the year 
1263, a German priest, known 

as Peter of Prague, stopped 
in Bolsena while making a 
pilgrimage to Rome. He was 
a good and pious priest, but 
he was experiencing doubts 
about the real presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 

While celebrating Mass in 
the Church of St. Christina in 
Bolsena after he pronounced 
the words of consecration, 
the host began to bleed. The 
blood covered his hands, 
dripped upon the altar and 
stained the altar cloth (the 
corporal) upon which the 
Blessed Sacrament had been 
consecrated.

The priest immediately 
went to the nearby city of 
Orvieto, where Pope Urban 
IV was residing. He informed 
the Holy Father of what had 
happened in Bolsena and 
gave the pope the blood-
stained corporal. Pope Urban 
immediately had the unusual 
occurrence investigated. 
Convinced of its authenticity, 
Pope Urban IV established 
the feast of Corpus Christi as 
a universal feast for the entire 
Catholic Church in 1264. 

Pope Urban also 
commissioned the brilliant 
theologian Thomas Aquinas 
to author the Mass prayers 
and develop the office for 
the feast. In a reflection 
still used in the Office of 
Readings for the solemnity 
of Corpus Christi, St. 
Thomas wrote:  “Since it 
was the will of God’s only-
begotten Son that men 
should share in his divinity, 
he assumed our nature in 
order that by becoming man 
he might make men gods. 
. . . He offered his body to 
God the Father on the altar 
of the cross as a sacrifice 
for our reconciliation. He 
shed his blood for our 
ransom and purification, so 
that we might be redeemed 
from our wretched state of 
bondage and cleansed from 
all sin. But to ensure that 
the memory of so great a 
gift would abide with us 
forever, he left us his body 

as food and his blood as 
drink for the faithful to 
consume in the form of 
bread and wine.”

The recent effort by a 
Satanic cult in Oklahoma 
City to use a stolen 
consecrated host in order 
to offer a so-called “black 
mass” was reminiscent of 
the request of the sorceress 
in Santarem 800 years ago. 
These followers of the 
prince of darkness in a very 
twisted way demonstrate 
a belief in Our Lord’s real 
presence in the Eucharist. In 
a strange way, they show a 
greater appreciation of the 
power of Christ’s presence 
in this Blessed Sacrament 
than many of us who receive 
holy Communion each 
Sunday.

During our Marian 
pilgrimage, we had the 
opportunity to participate 
in eucharistic processions 
both in Fatima and Lourdes. 
Mary always leads us to her 
Son, Jesus. True devotion to 
Mary inevitably results in a 
deeper love for her Son’s real 
presence in the Eucharist.

As we prepare to 
consecrate ourselves to 
Jesus through Mary on the 
solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception (Dec. 8), let us 
ask the Blessed Mother to 
help us foster in our hearts 
a greater devotion to the 
sacrament of the body and 
blood of her Son. May Mary 
help us cultivate a more 
fervent faith and love for 
the beauty and power of the 
Eucharist!
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arcHBisHoP
naUMann
nov.  7 
Wyandotte county mayor’s 
Prayer breakfast — reardon 
civic center, Kansas city, 
Kansas

St. martin of tours mass and 
reception — curé of ars, 
leawood
  
nov.  8 
Profession of vows — Sisters, 
Servants of mary

bishop miege high School 
Foundation mass and dinner

nov.  9 
U.S. conference of catholic 
bishops Pro-life committee 
meeting — baltimore

USccb life and dignity task 
force

nov.  10-13
USccb general meeting

nov.  13 
national committee for human 
life amendment board meet-
ing
  
nov.  14 
Summit on “Protecting Families 

from Pornography” — Savior 
Pastoral center

holy hour with deacon Gerard 
alba, seminarians and alba 
family

nov.  15 
Priestly ordination of Gerard 
alba — cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas city, Kansas

Installation of Father Jeff ernst 
— St. John the evangelist, 
lawrence

nov.  16 
baptism of third or more child
mass — St. lawrence catholic 
campus center, lawrence

nov.  17 
“Shepherd’s voice” recording

arcHBisHoP
keLeHer
nov.  10-12
U.S. conference of catholic 
bishops meeting — baltimore

nov.  15 
Priestly ordination of Gerard 
alba — cathedral of St. Peter, 
Kansas city, Kansas

nov.  16 
confirmation — Sacred heart, 
ottawa

power of the Eucharist demonstrated throughout history

Want to help someone heal 

from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill@theleaven.com

O
n Veteran’s Day, 
Catholic Communi-
ty Hospice, a service 
of Catholic Charities 
of Northeast Kansas, 
will again be honoring 

local veterans with recognition cere-
monies. 

But this year, as it recognizes veter-
ans’ past service, the organization will 
be looking toward the future and its 
continuing efforts to improve end-of-
life care designed specifically for vet-
erans.

As part of its We Honor Veterans 
program, Catholic Community Hos-
pice is recruiting veteran volunteers 
to be paired with hospice patients who 
have served our country in the military.

Serving those 
who served

Today, one in four dying Americans 
is a veteran. Most served in World War 
II and the Korean conflict, and the 
numbers of Vietnam veterans facing 
the end of life are increasing.

The We Honor Veterans program 
was developed by the National Hos-
pice and Palliative Care Organization 
in collaboration with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs.

The four-level program calls for 
care and services sensitive to the spe-
cific needs of veterans.

Each level requires particular activ-
ities that help augment the quality of 
veteran services and increase outreach 
to veterans.

“And part of that involves education 
of the staff and volunteers,” explained 
Brent Doster, bereavement coordina-
tor for Catholic Community Hospice. 
“And part of it involves changing the 
way we’ve done some things, such as 
identifying veterans in the admission 
process.”

Catholic Community Hospice has 
completed levels one and two of the 
program and has initiated the process 
of attaining a level-three status.  

“We’ve got a committee of people 
that we meet with on a regular basis,” 
said volunteer coordinator Bonnie 
Krause. “We discuss how we’re going 
to achieve the next level — what we’re 
going to do to let the staff be aware of 
veterans, their benefits and how we 
can help them.” 

Recently, Phil Majors, a Vietnam 
veteran who works for Catholic Chari-
ties, gave a presentation to the hospice 
staff. 

“He talked about what a Vietnam 
veteran’s experience might have been 
like,” said Doster. “He explained some 
of the issues we might see, some of the 
ways we can better serve them and 
how we, as hospice practitioners, can 
help them at the end of life.”

Doster himself has visited local Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars posts and given 
presentations to help veterans under-
stand how hospice could be a benefit 
to them and their families.

Veteran-to-Veteran
Catholic Community Hospice con-

siders its Veteran-to-Veteran program 
the most important part of its mission 
to serve veterans. 

“We’re currently reaching out to vet-
erans who would be interested in being 
hospice volunteers and participating in 
the Veteran-to-Veteran program,” said 
Krause.

Because many veterans experienced 
difficult situations and even trauma 
during their time of service, stressful 
memories that have been buried for 
decades may resurface at the end of 
life.

“It’s important to find volunteers 
for those who are interested in maybe 
talking about those significant expe-
riences they’ve had in the military as 
they go through that process of life re-
view,” said Doster. 

“They’re going to respect a volun-
teer that is a veteran,” added Krause. 
“And they’re going to open up a little 
more knowing that [the volunteer] has 
been there and done that.”

Bruno Finocchario is a Vietnam 
veteran and also has a background in 
clinical social work. When he retired 

three years ago, he became a hospice 
volunteer.

“I didn’t go to Vietnam,” he said. 
“But I was drafted during the Vietnam 
War and I served in a hospital [at Fort 
Leonard Wood] as a clinical social 
worker.”

Finocchario likes the concept of the 
Veteran-to-Veteran program and is one 
of its first volunteers.

 “It’s an opportunity for individuals 
who have served to help their fellow 
man,” he said. “And the vets themselves 
will enjoy processing with someone 
who understands that very unique ex-
perience.

“People who have been involved in 
the military are more sensitive and un-
derstand the challenges and sacrifices 
that veterans have often made.

“I think people in uniform have 
good communication with each other.”

Prepared to serve
Catholic Community Hospice un-

derstands that just being a veteran 
doesn’t equip someone for this kind of 
experience.

Volunteer veterans are pre-screened 
by Krause to be sure they’re mentally 
ready to participate. 

Then they fill out an application and 
go through training specifically for the 
veteran volunteers.

 “[The veteran volunteers] may get 
somebody that’s a little intense,” said 
Krause. “And they may get somebody 

that has post-traumatic stress disorder. 
“We have to educate our veteran 

volunteers so they know how to handle 
those situations.” 

The training focuses on respectful 
inquiry, compassionate listening and 
grateful acknowledgment to comfort 
patients who have a history of military 
service.

Additionally, veteran-to-veteran 
volunteers go through the regular hos-
pice volunteer training.

“I think one of the things we try to 
do is continue to reinforce what has 
been significant to a person in their 
lifetime,” said Doster. “And for some 

Veteran-to-Veteran
New ministry pairs veterans with hospice patients who have served

CNS PHoTo/GReGoRy a. SHemITz

a U.s. military veteran salutes during a Memorial day service in setauket, new York, in May. veterans day, observed annually on nov. 11, honors all 
those who have served in the U.s. armed forces.

Be a veteran-to-veteran 
volunteer

catholic community hospice’s 
We honor veterans program is de-
signed to empower hospice profes-
sionals to meet the specific needs 
of veterans. volunteers are a crucial 
component, as they have the unique 
ability to relate and connect with 
each patient by sharing their mili-
tary and life experiences. 

If you would like more information 
about this program, or if you have 
military experience and would like 
to volunteer, contact bonnie Krause 
at (913) 433-2020 or by email at: 
bkrause@catholiccharitiesks.org.

>> See “volunteers” on page 7
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

TOPEKA — When Jim Garcia’s 
grandfather became a mem-
ber of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Parish here, the War to End All 

Wars was still raging. 
Since then, five generations of Garcia’s 

family have called Our Lady of Guada-
lupe home.

“My dad was born in 1909, and he 
came to the parish when he was just 
eight years old in 1917,” said Garcia. “That 
would mean the parish was just three 
years old then.” 

“My dad was a devout Catholic. I don’t 
think he ever missed Mass. He was real-
ly involved in the parish, too,” Garcia 
continued, adding that among the many 
ways he remembers his father volunteer-
ing his time was by counting the weekly 
collection. 

Garcia’s family history is among those 
being celebrated during a year of activ-
ities to mark the parish’s centennial, a 
project for which Garcia serves as co-
chair.

To kick off the yearlong celebration, 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann and 
pastor Father Jerry Arano-Ponce were 
joined by former pastors and associates 
in celebrating a Mass of thanksgiving on 
Nov. 1. 

The bilingual Mass celebrated the 
parish’s Mexican culture and honored all 
those instrumental in the parish’s history, 
including the Sisters of Charity of Leav-
enworth, who served as the first teachers 
in the parish’s grade school (now com-
bined with Sacred Heart and known as 
Holy Family School) and the Augustinian 
nuns who continue to serve the parish in 
youth and adult formation. 

A sombrero, a native dress and a gui-
tar (among other items) decorated the al-
tar at the Mass, and a parish potluck-style 
supper followed. 

Wearing a chasuble featuring an im-
age of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the arch-
bishop began Mass by telling those in at-
tendance that it was “a joy to be with you 
to celebrate this 100th anniversary” and 
encouraging everyone “to continue the 
legacy that has been given to you.” 

In 1914, Pedro Lopez, a member of 
20 families who migrated from Mexi-
co in 1910 to Topeka to escape poverty 
and the Revolution, recognized a priest 
from Mexico at the train station. He 
struck up a conversation with Father 
Epifanio Ocampo, and expressed the 
families’ wish to have its own parish. 

The next day, the two approached Fa-
ther Francis Hayden, pastor of Topeka’s 

Assumption Parish, about the possibility. 
On Nov. 4, 1914, the parish of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe was formally established 
in honor of the apparition of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to St. Juan Diego in what is 
now Mexico City in 1531. 

The growth of the railroad industry 
before and after World War I helped 
the parish grow in size. Further growth 
stemmed from the 1917 Mexican consti-
tution, which sought to reduce the role 
of the Catholic Church by outlawing mo-
nastic vows and orders, forbidding wor-
ship outside church buildings and de-
claring church property to belong to the 
government. Although the constitution’s 
provisions were not enforced until the 
1920s, the rising anticlericalism led many 
families to leave their native land.

Work was easy to find in the railroad 
shops. Although many families found 
their way to Topeka from Mexico, they 
did not forget their roots. In 1933, the 
parish began what is now a weeklong 
celebration of Hispanic culture known as 
Fiesta Mexicana. The event is a tradition 
for the parish, the neighborhood and the 
city, as well as a major fundraiser. During 
the Mass, this past summer’s fiesta roy-
alty — Johnna Lea Herrera, queen; Mag-
dalena Mercedes Gallegos, princess; and 
Xavier Rodriguez, king — served as lec-
tors, a fact which the archbishop reflect-
ed upon during his homily.

The goal of every Catholic, the arch-
bishop said, should be to evangelize and 
make disciples of others, helping oth-
ers to realize their worth as children of 

God. The fiesta, complete with its royalty 
competition, helps the youth of the par-
ish to “realize their dignity,” as well as to 
remember that they are “part of a royal 
family” — the family of God, with Christ 
as its king.

Later in his homily, the archbishop dis-
cussed St. John Paul II’s particular love 
for Mexico and Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
In 1979, despite the fact that the Mexican 
government did not recognize the church 
in law and had no formal relations with 
the Holy See, the Mexican faithful turned 
out in droves to greet the Holy Father 
during his first international visit. 

This, in turn, the archbishop explained, 
led to his second trip in June 1979, nine 
days in the pope’s native Poland. Also, 
St. John Paul II later shared that, while 
he was in Mexico, he realized his papacy 
would be missionary in nature.

The archbishop also said that the early 
parishioners also wanted God to be the 
center of their lives, but they recognized 
the importance of sharing their faith, a 
fact that current parishioners should not 
forget. 

“You and I are called upon to be mis-
sionary disciples,” the archbishop said, 
adding that sharing the Gospel means 
living it with joy.

For Garcia, that joy culminated in 
a particular way during the Mass of 
thanksgiving. 

“I did get emotional because I wit-
nessed my life,” he said, explaining 
how seeing all of the former pastors 
moved him.

As a young boy, Garcia was an al-
tar server, mostly assisting at Mass for 
then-pastor Father Ramon Gaitan, OAR. 
In college, Garcia admits he stopped go-
ing to Mass. Then, he met his wife Jolene, 
who helped him to find his way back 
home. 

As he sat near the front on Ash 
Wednesday one year, Garcia said the 
next pastor, Father Dan Gardner, point-
ed to him and indicated he wanted to 
talk after Mass. That conversation led 
to Garcia’s involvement in Renew 2000, 
a faith-sharing movement that helped 
parishioners to prepare for the Jubilee 
Year. 

“That’s when my life changed dramat-
ically,” he said.

Garcia signed up for other ministries. 
And when Father John Cordes took over 
as pastor, Garcia continued his involve-
ment. 

Now, with Father Arano-Ponce serv-
ing as pastor, Garcia finds himself par-
tially in charge of the parish’s centennial, 
a role he is enjoying. 

Many other events are planned for 
the centennial year, including a parish 
mission, Marian consecration and the re-
lease of a DVD featuring several congrat-
ulatory messages by influential church 
leaders in the United States, including 
Father Mitch Pacwa, SJ, who calls on 
the parish to recall the message of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe herself — that of be-
ing people consecrated to Jesus through 
Mary.

topeka parish kicks off yearlong celebration to mark centennial

LeaveN PHoTo By maRC aNdeRSoN

From left, Father oswaldo sandoval, deacon raymond delgado, Father John cordes, Father dan gardner, archbishop Joseph naumann, Father Jerry 
arano-Ponce, Father anthony saiki and Father ramon gaitan, oar, participate in a Mass of thanksgiving nov. 1 to commemorate the centennial anni-
versary of our Lady of guadalupe Parish in topeka. 
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Shepherd, had never held as much 
money as he did in September when 
he counted the $570 his classmates col-
lected for CEF during a party for the 
whole grade to celebrate three birth-
days.

“I couldn’t really believe it,” said JJ. 
“It was pretty impressive.”

The whole grade was invited to 
Shawnee Mission Park on Sept. 5 to 
honor JJ, Josh Meurer and Bridget May.

Josh’s mom, Colleen Meurer, had 
the idea a few months ago for a party 
where kids would bring donations for a 
charity instead of birthday gifts — and 
the kids were definitely game, said Jan-
et Mark, JJ’s mom.

They recognize the value of their 
Catholic education.

“I think it’s very important because 
you have the opportunity to practice 
our faith every day, and you get to go to 
Mass once a week,” said JJ. “And I think 
it’s something that a lot of kids should 
be able to have, and I should share it 
with them.”

Despite a rainy start, the party was 
a huge hit.

“We rented a shelter at Shawnee 
Mission Park, and had tons of pizza — 
in fact, we blew through the first round 
and went back for more,” said Mark.

The birthday cake even celebrat-
ed this grade’s years of Catholic edu-
cation together with a picture on top 
from their first Communion.

The Mark family, also a supporter 
of CEF, enjoyed seeing the kids excited 
about helping other students.

In addition to cash donations, the 
group collected and donated sporting 
goods.

“It’s just very cool, and it’s the ‘pay- 
it-forward’ concept,’ and I think it’s re-
flective of the parents who passed that 
down to their kids,” said Michael Mor-
risey, CEF executive director. “That 
should make us all feel good about 
what’s going on in our homes and fam-
ilies and our Catholic schools.”

The CEF Futures is a group of 
younger adults who support CEF’s mis-
sion and have been very active in rais-
ing scholarship funds through events 
such as a day at a pumpkin patch and 
an art event at Boulevard Brewing Co. 
in Kansas City, Missouri.

Morrisey sees a lot of promise in 
this even younger set getting involved.

Jack and a friend volunteered with 
CEF the week after his party, and that’s 

when they delivered the donations.
He learned more about what CEF 

does and found that the people there 
have “great hearts.”

And he probably won’t have any 
problem figuring out how to celebrate 
his next birthday.

“We had a lot of fun and I was very 
happy with the response,” said Jack. 
“I’d like to do this again next year for 
my birthday.”

parties illustrate ‘pay it forward’ — catholic style

true-blue supporters make for record year

Jack Morris’ birthday party this year was a blast for a good cause for his seventh-grade class at st. ann school in Prairie village. instead of presents, 
Jack asked his classmates to bring donations for the catholic education Foundation to help other children attend catholic school.

World Series updates were giv-
en throughout the evening. And after 
the event, the game was shown on big 
screens while guests were treated to 
wine and a specialty coffee bar.

In between World Series updates, 
Gaudeamus lived up to its reputation 
of providing nonstop entertainment, 
thanks to the skills of planning com-
mittee members — especially Sandy 
and Tom Long who have chaired the 
event for 11 years.

Highlights of the evening included 
dinner, accompanied by vocalist Ron 
Gutierrez and the Holy Spirit School 

Concert Choir, and a moving person-
al testimony from CEF student Sophie 
Sadrakula.

Sophie, an eighth-grader at St. Pat-
rick School in Kansas City, Kansas, ex-
pressed her gratitude for being able to 
go to a Catholic school.

“St. Pat’s has taught me so much 
about the Lord,” she said. “They push 
me to be my best.”

Sophie said that she now feels confi-
dent that she is headed to college and a 
bright future serving God.

“On behalf of me and all the other 
kids who have been helped by CEF, 
thank you,” she said.

Superintendent of schools Dr. Kathy 

O’Hara, along with Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann, presented the School 
of Excellence award to St. Matthew 
School in Topeka (see page 16).

CEF board chair Hamp Henning 
then recognized John and Bridget 
Murphy as this year’s honored “Angels 
Among Us.”

Taking the stage for a moment, John 
Murphy called the experience hum-
bling.

“We want to say thank you to the 
real angels,” he said, “the parish priests, 
principals and staff of the schools who 
give of themselves every day so kids 
can get a Catholic education.”

He reminded the audience that CEF 

still has hundreds of children it can’t 
afford to help.

“As a Catholic community,” he said, 
“we cannot and will not let that hap-
pen.”

Archbishop Naumann closed the 
evening telling the audience, “What 
can renew our culture are strong fami-
lies, and the greatest partner is Catho-
lic schools.

“Bless those who have so generously 
responded to the call of stewardship.”

The evening’s master of ceremonies, 
Stan Cramer, reminded guests to mark 
their calendars for Oct. 24, 2015, “when 
Gaudeamus angels will meet again.”

>> continued from page 16

>> continued from page 16

sUPPorting ceF
For more information about the 

catholic education Foundation, visit 
the ceF website at: www.cefks.org.

anyone interested in additional in-
formation or in donating or organizing 
a party to collect funds for ceF may 
contact michael morrisey, ceF execu-
tive director, at (913) 647-0383.
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rita and Galen runnebaum, members 
of St. michael Par-
ish, axtell, will cel-
ebrate their 60th 
wedding anniver-
sary on nov. 15 
with a family din-
ner. Friends and 
family are invited 
to an open house 
from 2 to 4 p.m. 
that day at the 
axtell american 
legion. the cou-

ple was married on nov. 16, 1954, at St. John 
church, hanover. their children and their 
spouses are: mary ann and dewaine heinen; 
carol and tom nolte; donna and Jerry haug; 
deb and Gilbert Schmitz; cheryl and linus 
reinecke; diane and Paul broxterman; and 
June and Fred mcGehee. they also have 16 
grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren.

people that would be their time in 
their military service.

“We want to honor that specifical-
ly in the best way we can.” 

Volunteers also understand that 
some veterans may prefer not to talk 
about their experiences.

 “The Vietnam War was particular-
ly nasty,” said Finocchario. “Veterans 
didn’t come back as heroes — they 
came back as people who perpetuat-
ed an unnecessary war. 

“To this date, some of these guys 
that were in that war cannot talk 
about it.” 

Volunteers always follow the pa-
tient’s lead.

 “We always recognize the wishes 
of the individual,” said Finocchario. 
“We go wherever the patient wants 
to go — wherever they’re comfort-
able.”

Sometimes that takes a bit of cre-
ative thinking. Finocchario recalled a 
veteran he’d cared for who was suf-
fering from dementia. 

“He had a great like for the military 
and he was a sheriff in Lawrence,” he 
said. “He had commendations from 
President [Harry S] Truman for the 
military and [former FBI director J. 
Edgar] Hoover sent him a person-
al commendation for apprehending 
someone when he was sheriff.”

Finocchario was able to connect 

with the patient by paging through 
old issues of Life magazine.

“And so even though he did have 
dementia,” he said, “he connect-
ed. And that was a way of finding a 
bridge with that nice gentleman.”

Expect great things
It takes a special kind of person 

to be a hospice volunteer, but the re-
wards can be great. 

“I always hear people say, ‘How 
can you do that? That’s so sad,’” 

said Krause. “So we’re trying to 
raise awareness that it’s not a sad 
thing.”

Finocchario said he’s enjoyed this 
volunteer experience much more 
than he thought he would.

“I look forward to meeting some-
body new and trying to figure out a 
way to connect with that person,” he 
said. “Everybody is so different.

“What surprised me to some de-
gree is how positive most of the pa-
tients are and strong and able to live 
for the moment . . . to see the good 
of today.”

Doster agreed.
“You do give to the patients and 

the focus is always on the patient,” 
he said. “But always there are these 
things volunteers do get in return. 

“Often you’ll have a conversation 
that brings meaning and perspective 
and even hope to your own life.” 

Finocchario recommends the ex-
perience to all his fellow veterans.

“If they’re looking for something 
meaningful that really makes a dif-
ference — if somebody wants to sa-
lute or share a veteran story,” he said, 
“you’ll leave them feeling like they’re 
a little more appreciated in this life 
and cared about by other people in 
uniform.

“I would say you’re going to get as 
much out of it as you give.

“Expect great things.”

Volunteers honor veterans every day
>> continued from page 3 What surprised 

me to some 
degree is how positive 
most of the patients 
are and strong and 
able to live for the 
moment . . . to see the 
good of today.”

Bruno Finocchario, 
a Vietnam veteran with a back-

ground in clinical social work

“
TOUCH OF HEAVEN

Catholic Store
119 SE 18th   Topeka, KS

(785) 232-2543
Hrs. T-F - 10 a.m. 5:30; Sat. 9 a.m. to noon
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starlIGHt QuIlters 
GuIlD QuIlt sHow

nov. 14&15, 9-6
adm. $3 Under 12 free.

Abdallah Shrine Temple, 
5300 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS.

over 100 quilts, vendors, challenge 
quilts boutique, scissor sharpener, 

bake sale.

contact J. evans, 816-590-0763

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

By Caitlin Thornbrugh
Special to The Leaven

Eight home-sewn aprons. 
Black, one-inch face, wrist-
watch. Rosary. Sewing nee-
dles and thimble. Bible.  

Stamps. Sheets. Undershirts. Sensi-
ble, lace-up Oxfords. 

These were all items on the pack-
ing list of 21-year-old Madeline Re-
speliers as she prepared to join the 
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia. 

On Aug. 15, Respeliers was one 
of 19 women entering the religious 
community in Nashville, Tennessee.

Objects that didn’t make her list: 
pants of any kind, her favorite Chaco 
sandals, books, her camera and her 
cellphone.  

Though she said not being able 
to wear pants anymore was going to 
be “weird,” Respeliers was joyous as 
she described her journey to a reli-
gious vocation. 

She recalls feeling the desire to 
become a Sister as early as second 
grade. At Ascension School in Over-
land Park, when asked to draw what 
she wanted to be when she grew up, 
young Madeline created an image of 
a nun. 

“Well, I also said I wanted to be 
a cowboy, but no one took that very 
seriously,” said Respeliers with a 
laugh.

Respeliers’ friends and family 
weren’t particularly surprised by 
her decision, partially because of her 
early interest in religious life.

“I felt like it was the fulfillment 
of everything she’d been her whole 
life,” said her mother Jeanne Respe-
liers.

Of the eight Ascension parishio-
ners to join a religious order since 
the church’s founding in 1991, she is 
only the second female. 

“We want to celebrate it,” said 
Father Nathan Haverland, associate 
pastor of Church of the Ascension. 
“It’s a very exciting moment for our 
parish. Something to be very proud 
of — that one of ours is entering the 
religious life.”

Seeking a life of peace
Respeliers attended the University 

of Dallas, where she studied elemen-
tary education. As a small Catholic 
school, the university provided Re-
speliers with numerous spiritual re-
sources. She had a vocation adviser 
and a eucharistic adoration chapel 
near her home. 

“After a really bad day, that’s 
straight where I would go,” said Re-
speliers.

Despite her prayerful environ-
ment, she wasn’t always certain a re-
ligious vocation was her life’s calling. 

“I never saw the type of peace I 
had in the adoration chapel as some-
thing I could build my whole life 
around,” said Respeliers. 

She also acknowledged religious 
life was not something you decided 
to do on your own. 

“You can’t do it just as an act of 
will,” said Respeliers. “It has to be a 
response to a call of love.”

In addition to being worried about 
making the right decision for her, 
Respeliers also faced the concern of 
how people would respond to her 
calling. She feared that her class-
mates wouldn’t understand.

“Following a religious vocation is 
just a very radical affirmation of the 
fact — not just that God exists, but 
that he loves you, cares for you, and 
that he has a plan for your life,” said 
Respeliers.

Nashville Dominicans 
Founded in 1860, the Dominican 

Sisters of St. Cecilia have been bless-
ed in recent years with an increase in 
new members. They have gained 156 
new Sisters since 1988, making their 
current community total over 230, 
according to their website.

They are a teaching order, and 
Respeliers will continue to pursue 
her passion for teaching as a Sister. 
While student teaching in college, 
she said she couldn’t help thinking, 
“I want to be doing this in a Catholic 

school, in a habit.”
Along with teaching, she is drawn 

to the order’s active style of commu-
nity prayer. 

“They stand up, they sit down, 
they bow deeply,” said Respeliers. 
“They do all these things to really 
emphasize this unity of body and 
soul.”

Respeliers said it’s what she need-
ed to maintain an active prayer life. 

After visiting Nashville, she knew 
it was where she was supposed to be. 

“I would be happy sweeping the 
floors of the Nashville Dominicans,” 
said Respeliers. “I would be happy 
just doing their dishes. I wanted to be 
a part of their community.”

When Respeliers reached a peace 
of mind about her decision, she un-
dertook the application process. This 
involved physical and psychological 
exams, as well as meetings with ac-
tive Sisters in the community. How-
ever, she did deeply consider what it 
would mean for her to give up having 
children. 

“You’re not giving them up to 
be empty,” said Respeliers. “You’re 
giving them up in order to be more 
completely filled. Motherhood is a 
vocation. Just like religious life is a 
vocation.”

Advice for discernment 
When asked about advice for 

other young people considering the 
religious life, Respeliers’ recommen-
dations were simple: Don’t worry too 
much. And pray. 

“If you have a strong relationship 
with prayer and you leave that door 
open,” said Respeliers, “[God is] 
going to lead you gently. The thing 
about a vocation is that it’s very much 
a journey.”

Respeliers has just begun her jour-
ney, but feels grateful and blessed for 
what she has experienced so far. 

She wants young people to know 
that “[God] confirms by peace and he 
confirms by joy.”

Vocation must answer ‘call of love’

LeaveN PHoTo By CaITLIN THoRNBRuGH

Madeline respeliers stands with one of the home-sewn 
aprons she took with her when she joined the dominican 
sisters of st. cecilia in nashville, tennessee.
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T
OPEKA — Al-
fred Gutier-
rez’s mother 
A s c e n s i o n 
Gutierrez was 
90 when she 
died in Sep-
tember, but 
Alfred be-

lieves she would have cherished the 
harmony of the much younger voices 
that sang at her funeral.

Those beautiful voices belonged 
to students in middle school — fifth 
through eighth grades — at Holy Fam-
ily School in Topeka.

“It was a moving 
feeling,” said Gutier-
rez. “They were sing-
ing for her.”

The choir started 
small, with the inten-
tion of having students 
sing at school Masses 
and other events, and 
has grown into some-
thing far greater.

This entire year, members of the 
choir have been lending their voices 
at local funerals when a family needs 
help with music.

That detail can be overlooked or 
overwhelming when a family is al-
ready dealing with a heartrending loss.

“Our choir enjoys helping the family 
in their time of need and while they’re 
mourning,” said Marisol Marcelo, an 
eighth-grader at Holy Family.

Choir is an elective, so no one is re-
quired to take this class.

That means every one of the 23 stu-
dents in choir this semester accepted 
both the privileges and the responsi-
bilities by signing up.

“It’s just a neat opportunity for the 
children to provide service for the 
community, and it’s really blossomed 
into something special,” said Lee 
Schmidt, Holy Family principal.

PersonaL toUcH
Kobe Sanders, an eighth-grader at 

Holy Family, has attended the funerals 
of his aunt and a grandparent, and he 
brings that personal understanding to 
the church when he sings at funerals 
for other families.

“I feel like when we sing, it helps the 
families take it in and realize what’s 
happening,” said Kobe.

He hopes their songs also offer the 
families some hope and peace about 
their loved ones — some comfort be-
cause “they are going to heaven.”

Gutierrez admits he leans toward 
the traditional and was skeptical when 

he first heard about this young choir as 
he helped plan for his mother’s funeral 
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in 
Topeka.

But when Rita Bennett, Holy Fami-
ly School secretary and middle school 
choir instructor, invited him to hear 
for himself when they sang another fu-
neral, he was impressed.

About the same time, Gutierrez 
attended a youth Mass in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and again, the idea 
of young singers just seemed right.

“I was just touched by their singing, 
their young voices, and it all reminded 
me of my mom,” said Gutierrez. “My 
mom was a big supporter of the chil-
dren.”

Although Ascension lived in Col-
orado prior to her 
death, the family want-
ed her to be buried be-
side Gutierrez’s father 
in Topeka.

So her funeral was 
held at Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, which had 
been her parish for a 
long time.

“I couldn’t believe 
how well-prepared 

and versed they were for how young 
they were,” said Gutierrez of the sing-
ers.

Their poise and respect are simply 
part of what these choir students do, 
whether they’re in class, singing at a 
funeral, or simply out in the commu-
nity.

It’s a testament to the esteem in 
which they hold Bennett, both as their 
instructor and as a person.

BLessings
“She always reminds us we’re rep-

resenting Holy Family — ‘Do it well,’” 
Marisol said Bennett always tells them. 

Bennett’s commitment to service, 
the school, her church and her family 
have certainly captured her students’ 
attention.

About two years ago, Bennett 
agreed to add something new to her 
plate — leading a new choir elective.

As choir director at the parish, she 
was a natural choice.

She had eight students for what 
started as a nine-week class, and soon 
realized that, to have a successful 
choir, it would take at least a full se-
mester and a larger group.

So, the course was extended and 
as the original eight students spread 
the word about how much they liked 
choir, their numbers swelled.

It wasn’t until her own family expe-
rienced a loss, however, that the group 
sang a funeral liturgy.

Indeed, the first funeral the choir 
sang was Bennett’s father’s.

Her dad got sick unexpectedly in 
2013.

About the same time, she had really 
come to love a song called “Blessings,” 
by Laura Story, and thought it would 
be a beautiful addition to the choir’s 
repertoire.

As the students learned the song, 
they knew her dad’s health was declin-
ing.

“They would watch me cry, and 
they would say, ‘Are you OK?’” said 
Bennett. “They said, ‘Let’s not sing this 
song anymore if it’s going to make you 
cry.’”

It’s a beautiful song, she said, but 
agreed to put it away for a bit.

But an idea was already humming in 
Bennett’s heart.

This would be the perfect song for 
her dad’s funeral. And a recording of it 
would not suffice.

“I thought, ‘No, no, these kids have 
meant so much to me,’” she said.

She didn’t tell them her plan as she 
coached them.

“They learned it really well,” she 
said.

And when her dad passed away 
over Christmas break this past year, 
she called each student.

“I have a favor to ask of you, and 
I want to know if you would be able 
to come to my dad’s funeral to sing 
‘Blessings,’” she told her students.

“They all said yes. They all came,” 
she said. “They all sang like little an-
gels. We made it through. I think they 

cried more than I did.”
And they gave her strength.

insPired service
Bennett was so moved by the grace 

she saw in her students at the Mass, 

she and others soon started putting 
together a way to reach out to other 
families in their time of need.

Principal Schmidt was the first on 
board.

He drives the bus that transports the 
group, and even the bus ride has offered 
a glimpse into the spirit of this choir.

“On the way back, they’re all sing-
ing,” he said. “It’s just beautiful, just 
joining together, just impromptu.”

At the funerals, the choir is seated 
near the family in the church, and the 
students can see the people they’re 
helping.

“I think about them as my family — 

like, ‘What would I be going through 
if that just happened?’” said Victoria 
Burghart, a seventh-grader at Holy 
Family.

She thinks of people she has lost, 
and wants to cry when she sees the 
tears of the people grieving. 

“I know how it is to lose someone,” 
said Victoria.

Mya Tompkins, a seventh-grader, 
wasn’t sure if it was for her at first.

“I went to my first funeral, and I 
knew that it was the right place for 
me,” said Mya. “I saw how the family 
was responding to our singing, and it 
just made me really feel like I was . . .  
actually helping people through their 
loss.”

“I’ve seen a couple of kids, as they 
go by, extend their hand to the family,” 
said Bennett.

And after a service is over, they of-
fer their help in other ways, such as 
moving flowers to the activities cen-
ter.

Some families have sent Facebook 
messages to Holy Family; others have 
sent cards. A few have even come to 
the school in person to thank the choir.

The families’ circumstances and 
their words might differ. But they 
share the same message.

“In a time of grief, you provided a 
beautiful service for the family,” said 
Schmidt. “They’re always very thank-
ful.”

Letting tHeir LigHt sHine
Bennett hopes to see her young 

songbirds continue singing once they 
leave Holy Family for high school.

Some already have their sights set 
on joining the Hayden Singers.

But the choir has become more 
than just a place to sing, and the stu-
dents’ harmonies in song reflect the 
harmony they have struck as a group.

In the school office, Bennett often 
catches notes echoing through the 
hallway when some of her students 
break out in song passing between 
classrooms.

These students don’t simply sing 
together. They’re friends.

Choir is a safe place where they can 
talk about what’s going on in their day 
— and know that that will be as far as 
it goes.

The impact of this experience, 
however, stretches far beyond the 
classroom or the choir loft.

The students say they’ve learned 
respect for themselves, their instruc-
tor and others.

Discovering their voices — and 
putting them to such good use — has 
built confidence as well, believes Ben-
nett.

But she also hopes that serving this 
way has sparked a lifetime of service 
in some capacity.

Each voice is different, explains 
eighth-grader Lesley Ayala, just as 
God intended. And each adds some-
thing special.

But she doesn’t worry about the 
collective sound when she’s in the 
moment.

“I actually just sing my heart out,” 
said Lesley. “You’re singing to Jesus, 
anyway.

“When we sing, they say it’s a 
prayer.”

Sing a 
neW Song
topeka middle school choir 

shares gift of song at funerals

rita Bennett, choir instructor at Holy Family school in topeka, shares a thank-you card from a 
family with the students in the choir. the students often hear back from the families after singing 
at a funeral.

Left to right, Holy Family students karina short, 
victoria Burghart, Lizeth ruiz, Marisol Marcelo, 
isabel Hudgins (obscured), gabe smith, Lesley 
ayala (obscured) and nuvia valadez work on a 
song under the direction of their choir instruc-
tor rita Bennett.

Left to right, Holy Family students aurora richardson, karina short, allyson Meier, victoria Burghart and Marisol Marcelo sing during choir practice. 
the choir adapts easily, ready to sing for school Masses or funerals or other special events, said instructor rita Bennett.

Hear tHe cHoir
listen in on a moment of 

a recent choir practice by 
visiting the leaven website 
at: www.theleaven.com, or 
the leaven Facebook page 
at: www.facebook.com/the 
leavenkc.
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Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

lIFe CHanGInG event?
need to sell a home and personal 

property? We buy everything at once 
and in as is condition.

Call Maggie Sheehan at 816-444-1950 
or http://wholeestates.com

trinitY HoUse
archbishop Joseph F. naumann blesses trin-
ity House on nov. 1. trinity House, a catholic 
book and gift store in overland Park, recent-
ly moved to a new location at 6731 W. 119th. 

vocation daY
archbishop naumann and Father scott 
Wallisch, archdiocesan vocations director, 
answer questions at Fifth-grade vocations 
day on oct. 28 at christ the king church 
in topeka.

tHe PoPe is roYaL
the kansas city royals might not have won the World series, but they picked up a fan in Pope Francis. ok, so 
it’s just a cardboard cutout of the pope. the pope appears in royals gear with, from left, Ward baseball coach 
dennis Hurla and seniors victor tapia, Jared Paulakovich, cole Henley, Jesus Martinez, and Bryan Barnhart.

LeaveN PHoTo By JuLIe HoLTHauS

LeaveN PHoTo By douG HeSSe

LeaveN PHoTo By Joe mCSoRLey

’tis tHe season
the 12th annual gift gallery of 
kansas city, hosted by curé of 
ars Mothers of Young children, 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on nov. 15 at curé of ars school, 
9401 Mission road, Leawood. 
at left are pictured some of the 
unique gifts available. For more 
information, visit the website at: 
www.giftgallerykc.com.
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By patrick Downes
Catholic News Service

HONOLULU (CNS) — As 
a river of molten rock sits 
poised to intrude on the 
sleepy rural town of Pahoa 

on the island of Hawaii, or the Big Is-
land, it is bringing members of Sacred 
Heart Parish closer together, even as it 
threatens to divide them permanently.

Besides the dramatic and tragic 
loss of homes and livelihoods, another 
major effect of a lava flow is the sep-
aration and isolation of communities 
as major roads are covered over and 
made impassable. When this occurs, 
residents will be denied ready access 
to jobs, medical care and other ser-
vices, schools, retail establishments — 
and church.

As of Nov. 3, none of this had hap-
pened yet. Any major disaster contin-
ues to remain “imminent.”

The flow, unpredictable and capri-
cious, after traveling nearly 13.5 miles 
in more than 125 days, has stalled just 
yards from a major road and residen-
tial homes. However, breakout flows 
farther back indicate the lava is still 
coming.

The present flow began June 27 
from the Puu Oo vent of Kilauea Cra-
ter, which has been erupting nonstop 
for 31 years. The 2,100-degree liquid 
rock, when moving, averages 5 to 10 
yards an hour.

Sacred Heart Parish secretary Ber-
nice Walker, who calls herself a Pahoa 
“lifer,” grew up in neighboring Kalap-
ana, a coastal area Kilauea covered 
nearly 25 years ago.

So she knows the finality of a lava 
flow.

“There is a lot of uncertainty for 
sure and that is the biggest worry,” 
Walker said of the present threat. “So 
far it’s stressful and worrisome. But we 
are in it together.”

The parish has been trying to allay 
that anxiety by bringing people togeth-
er to assess and face the situation.

With the help of the Honolulu di-
ocesan Office for Social Ministry, the 
parish has hosted a couple of town hall 
“disaster preparedness” meetings in 

the past month, each attended by about 
100 people.

According to Walker, the parish has 
been identifying vulnerable parishio-
ners, where they live, what kind of help 
they need and who is available to pro-
vide it.

“We put up maps along the wall and 
asked all the parishioners to pinpoint 
where they live,” she told the Hawaii 
Catholic Herald, Honolulu’s diocesan 
newspaper.

This is a “sizable parish,” she said, 
with many subdivisions. By way of 
comparison, the expanse covered by 
Sacred Heart Parish is about half the 
size of the island of Oahu. Pahoa is the 
main town of the Big Island’s Puna dis-
trict, most of which is served by Sacred 
Heart.

Walker said the parish has about 
600 registered families.

HOPE Services Hawaii, a nonprof-
it agency of the Diocese of Honolulu 
based in Hilo, has already reached out 
to all residents in Pahoa and surround-
ing subdivisions.

The organization had joined other 
aid groups in going door to door look-
ing for Pahoa’s disabled and elderly 
residents before the lava threat became 
imminent. Earlier it had sought out 

vulnerable Puna residents after Trop-
ical Storm Iselle ravaged the east side 
of the Big Island in August.

This one-on-one outreach “has been 
most effective” finding those most in 
need and keeping them informed, said 
HOPE Services’ chief executive officer, 
Brandee Menino.

Marc Palmerleau, a member of the 
Sacred Heart parish council who has 
lived in Pahoa for nine years, is one on 
a parish team assisting parishioners.

“We have identified a list of about 
three dozen (households) with special 
health and other needs,” he said.

As of Oct. 28, the parish also had a 
list of 15 parishioner homes on evac-
uation alert, which meant they were 
“packed up and ready to go,” Walker 
said.

Some of the people have places to 
go, she said. Others do not and may 
have to stay in temporary shelters.

According to Palmerleau, besides 
housing, a big need for those tempo-
rarily displaced is storage space for 
possessions and animals. Others need-
ed help connecting with government 
and private social services.

The Puna area is home to “lots and 
lots of floral businesses, anthurium 
farms, orchid farms,” he said. “People 

are not only going to lose their homes, 
but their livelihoods.”

“People are just helping one anoth-
er, being encouraging and supportive,” 
he said, “trying to make life as normal 
as possible.”

The residents’ long-term fear, Pal-
merleau said, is “to be cut off” from 
their jobs when the flow crosses vital 
roads. A lot of people work in Hilo and 
in Kona, requiring a commute that can 
already take several hours, he said. A 
worst-case scenario could double that 
time.

“And then the parish itself will be cut 
in half,” he said, “and it will be much 
more difficult for a lot of families.”

Walker estimates a split parish 
would lose about 60 percent of parish-
ioners who live north of the flow.

“Right now everybody is still com-
ing to church,” Palmerleau said. “We 
are one big ‘ohana’ (family) and they 
are just going to keep coming.”

If anything, more people attend 
Mass now, he said, with the Saturday 5 
p.m. Mass “particularly crowded.”

Palmerleau predicts parishioners 
will tolerate contingency detours now 
being prepared even though they will 
add eight miles to a drive to Sunday 
Mass. But if those paths also are dis-
abled, the remaining circuitous 76-mile 
route would be too much.

As of Nov. 3, the lava had stopped 
about 160 yards from Pahoa Village 
Road, and a half mile from Highway 
130, the main access to Hilo, the is-
land’s main town, for the 8,200 resi-
dents of lower Puna.

When it crosses that road and into a 
residential neighborhood, “people will 
then be losing their homes,” Palmer-
leau said.

Sacred Heart Church sits on Pahoa 
Village Road about a mile south of the 
flow on higher land. “We are not con-
cerned” about the parish property, Pal-
merleau said.

The flow is expected to go on for 
months, if not years. But its conse-
quences, in human terms, are forever.

“Lava is so final,” Walker said. 
“There is nothing beautiful about it.”

“It is not like a hurricane,” she said, 
after which “a tree can grow back.”

“When the lava comes and takes it 
all away, you have to start a new life,” 
she said. “You cannot build on the 
lava.”

Lava threatens to split community

CNS PHoTo/ReuTeRS

a Hawaii volcano observatory geologist marks the coordinates of a lava flow front from the kilauea 
volcano with a gPs unit oct. 22 near the village of Pahoa, Hawaii. the lava began flowing from the 
volcano June 27, threatening about 4,000 people who live in communities in the lava’s path.
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emPLoymeNT
sales professionals - we respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. we only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries of 
Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, Shawnee and wyandotte County area cemeter-
ies. an excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. Training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. Please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

groundskeeping – Catholic Cemeteries is seeking an in-
dividual for a full-time groundskeeping position. Hours are 
mon. - Sat. Backhoe experience is a plus but not needed. 
must be a fast learner and flexible on hours. Interested in-
dividuals should contact Sharon vallejo at (913) 371-4040 
or email your resume to: svallejo@cathcemks.org.

executive office administrator - The national office of 
the Ladies of Charity is seeking to fill the position of of-
fice administrator. This is an administrative position that 
requires an independent starter with experience in data 
management, financial procedures, facility in written and 
oral communication, good interpersonal skills and famil-
iarity with word, excel, and some database work in ac-
cess. The individual should be comfortable with Catholic 
social teaching and have a bachelor’s degree. Please send 
an email with your resume and references to Gayle John-
son at: office@ladiesofcharity.us.

safe drivers - assisted Transportation seeks caring and 
reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in minivans in 
the Johnson County area. drivers will start their day at 
our facility located at i-635 and metropolitan, Kansas City, 
Kansas. CdL not required. Retirees encouraged to apply. 
you can apply in person at 1521 S. 45th St., Kansas City, 
Kansas, or by visiting the website at: www.assistedtrans 
portation.com. eoe.

Preschool teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 w. 
115th Terr., olathe, is looking for qualified lead teachers 
and assistant teachers for children ages 6 weeks - 6 years. 
Candidates should be prepared to plan and facilitate les-
sons and communicate effectively with children, families, 
co-workers and administrators. Both full- and part-time 
positions are available. Lead teachers should have a de-
gree in early childhood education or a related field, or a 
Cda. Prior experience in a child care setting is preferred. 
Please forward your resume by sending an email to: 
olathe2ks@goddardschools.com. owners are parishio-
ners of ascension Parish, overland Park.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of Columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas City metro, Topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. we provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. Please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 Topeka Blvd., To-
peka, KS 66612.  

SeRvICeS
electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 

south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

agua Fina irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

it’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. Pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too small. Serv-
ing JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, parishioner. Call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

House and office cleaning - Honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. Parishioner of 
Good Shepherd Church. References available. Call (913) 
544-6982.

tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. Cristofer 
estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreenSolutionsKC.com.

got a Pc virus? error messages? 
affordable, quick, reliable IT Service. Call, text, or email. 

matt Karlin (816) 876-6619
mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred Heart Parish

Looking for homes – To clean in the JoCo/wyCo area. my 
son attends St. James academy and I have been in the St. 
Joseph Parish for 15 years. Please call marcia at (913) 707-
7166 for free estimate.  

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. we moved! 
Come check out our new office in Lenexa. 

complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx Collection distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

member ascension Parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

For QuickBooks Help
Call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of Curé of ars Parish

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. member of St. Paul Parish, olathe. Call (913) 
829-4336.

tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. Call (913) 526-1844.

Home ImPRovemeNT
the drywall doctor, inc. - a unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! we fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. we provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified and insured! 
Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 768-6655. 

stained-glass door side panels - Custom-made to 
overlay existing windows. eliminates need for curtains 
or blinds. Satisfaction guaranteed. Reasonable. 40 years 
experience. Portfolio for your inspection. Call ed at (913) 
648-0099. 

Fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insulation, 
painting, and mold treatment. Lead safe certified; insured. 
Serving wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 years. Call 
Jerry at (913) 631-5241.

concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. Call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

swalms organizing and downsizing service - reduc-
ing clutter - enjoy an organized Home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

neLson creations L.L.c.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, Hon-
ey-do List, HvaC and windows. FRee estimates. member 
of Holy angels Parish, Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118.

detail construction and remodeling - we offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

sta (sure thing always) Home repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

adept Home improvements
where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. most home 
problems and needs solved. member of Prince of Peace, 
olathe. Call mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Home improvements - Thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. we do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. There is no job too big or 
too small. Call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - Call Joe 
with JB design and Service. Licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. member of divine mercy Parish. 
Call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

drc construction
we’ll get the job done right the first time.

windows - doors - decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or deck 

project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

eL soL Y La  tierra
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

CaReGIvING
caLL tHe “go go girLs” - maybe you aren’t driving 
as much or at all; we can help. If you need to Go to the 
doctor, dentist, hairdresser, barbershop, grocery store, 
etc., let us know. If you don’t want to Go yourself, we 
can run your errands for you. we will Go to your home, 
if you need someone to sit with a loved one, while you 
get away. we can even be of assistance with kids. Give 
us a call if they are sick and can’t stay alone or need a 
ride home from school. Contact us at (913) 469-6211 or 
(816) 807-0564 to discuss your needs. Johnson County 
area only. 

Looking for high quality home care? - whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. we are family-owned, with offices in 
Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - senior 
care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

caregiver - Nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. Live-in 

considered. Nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. Call (913) 579-5276.

caregiving - we provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. we also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call daughters 
& company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
debbie or Gary.

waNTed To Buy
antiQUes Wanted - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. Call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

FoR SaLe
For sale - at Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. Contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Max’s rosaries - Custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first Communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. Ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
member of the Church of the ascension, overland Park. 
Call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
member of St. michael the archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

RoommaTe
roommate wanted - 59 year-old woman seeking Catho-
lic roommate. 3 BR ranch in overland Park, fully furnished. 
2 car garage. you will have your own refrigerator, 32-inch 
television, laundry upstairs, 2 fireplaces, 3rd BR down-
stairs, new stove, stove vent, and dishwasher. Close to 
community center with indoor pool and park. 2 blocks 
away from Holy Cross Parish. Call (913) 261-9904.

FoR ReNT
House for rent - Long Street In Shawnee, close to St. Jo-
seph Church. 1 entry level bedroom, 1 large loft bedroom. 
Kitchen with dishwasher. House recently remodeled, 
basement, garage with opener, large yard, very quiet, se-
cure neighborhood. No smoking/no pets. Please call (913) 
238-2470. Serious interest only. owner is member of Sa-
cred Heart Parish, Shawnee.

vaCaTIoN
2015 spring break resort condo - Close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney world, universal Studios, and 
Sea world. march 14-21, 2015. 2 BR sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. $880 for 
the week. Call (816) 716-4676.

Branson getaway - walk-in condo on Pointe Royale Golf 
Course. Sleeps 6. Close to lakes and entertainment. Fully 
furnished. Pool and hot tub available. No cleaning fee. 
Nightly and weekly rates. discounts available. Call (913) 
515-3044.

ReaL eSTaTe
Wanted to buy: I Need HouSeS! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. you can even leave behind what you don’t want. we 
buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all sales are 
cash with no strings attached. Please call mark edmondson 
at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish member.  
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Buying a classified: Cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
Phone: (913) 647-0327

Preserve Your Family’s Wealth!
KEVIN L. PETRACEK, ATTORNEY
JD, LL.M.-Taxation, CPA, CFP®
Parman & Easterday

Estate Planning · Wills · Trusts · Probate · Elder Law
(4th Degree K of C Member)
Call for a Free Initial Consultation
10740 Nall Avenue, Suite 160, Overland Park, KS 66211
(913) 385-9400 · www.parmanlaw.com

Also Serving Topeka, Lawrence, Emporia and Neighboring Communities

november
axtell Knights of columbus coun-
cil 1163 will sponsor its annual 
all-you-can-eat boiled shrimp, 
smoked pork chops, and frog 

legs dinner with baked potatoes, slaw, 
baked beans and rolls on nov. 8 from 5 - 
8 p.m. at the axtell legion/Community 
Building. the cost to attend for adults is 
$15 in advance, $17 at the door; $7 for chil-
dren ages 6 - 12 in advance, $8 at the door. 
also chances will be sold to win a brand-
new holland Wrangler grill. all proceeds 
will benefit St. michael School.

Good shepherd Parish, 12800 W. 75th St., 
Shawnee, is celebrating 27 years of twin-
ning with its sister community, el buen 
Pastor in el Salvador. mass will be at 5 p.m. 
on nov. 8, followed by a fiesta in the social 
hall. dinner will be provided by Fronteras 
mexican restaurant. the cost to attend is: 
$7.50 per person; $6 for children under 10; 
$30 per family. dinner reservations may 
be sent by email to: pamstockman2318@
gmail.com.  

the altar Society of holy Family church is 
hosting its annual chili supper and turkey 
bingo on nov. 8 at Mejak Hall, 513 ohio, 
Kansas city, Kansas. doors open at 5:30 
p.m. the chili supper will be held from 6:15 
- 7:15 p.m. bingo begins at 7:30 p.m. the 
cost to attend is a $15 donation, which in-
cludes one bingo card, chili dinner, dessert, 
and beverages. For tickets, call Sandy Sa-
chen cannon at (913) 396-1564 or cathy 
Schneider at the church office at (913) 371-
1561. You must be age 21 or older to attend.

sanctuary of Hope Prayer and retreat 
Center will host its 9th annual Hope Ben-
efit dinner, dance and live auction on 
nov. 8 from 5:30 - 11 p.m. at the reardon 
center in Kansas city, Kansas. For informa-
tion, call (913) 321-4673 or visit the web-
site at: www.sanctuaryofhope.org.

are you ready for this udderly amazing 
run? the inaugural “Muddy udder 5 mile 
Pasture run,” presented by the folks that 
brought you the “running with the cows 
half marathon,” will be held nov. 8. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Queen of the holy ro-
sary School and church, Wea. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.
muddyudder.com.

view some of the most historic doc-
uments in the world, including a page 
from one of the first finished copies of 
the Gutenberg bible from 1455, a copy of 
the magna carta from 1576, a handwrit-
ten manuscript of the works of thomas 
aquinas from 1475, and much more at 
Ferrell academic Center on the campus 
of Benedictine College, 1020 n. 2nd St., 
atchison. the exhibit will be open nov. 8 – 
14. the hours are mon. - Fri.: 4 - 8 p.m.; Sat.: 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Sun.: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. there 
is no cost to attend.

the little sisters of the Poor will 
host a fall festival and spaghet-
ti dinner on nov. 9 from noon - 5 
p.m. at 8745 James a. reed rd., 

Kansas city, missouri. the day includes a 
spaghetti dinner, holiday boutique, bake 
sale, and a cash raffle. all proceeds go to 
benefit the Sisters’ home for the elderly 
poor. For more information, call (816) 761-
4744.

the north american lourdes volunteers 
will present a 90-minute, prayerful, virtual 
pilgrimage to lourdes, France, at Curé of 
ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood, on 
nov. 9 at 7:30 p.m. the next best thing to 
visiting lourdes itself is a pilgrimage jour-
ney without the travel. call tonja or Jim for 
more information at (913) 384-2574.

annunciation Parish, Frankfort, will host a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings on 
nov. 9 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the Cig-
na Center, 402 n. maple. the cost to at-

tend is $9 for adults; $4 for children ages 
10 and under. there will also be a country 
store. carryout meals will be available, 
as well as delivery in Frankfort, by calling 
(785) 292-4351 the day of the dinner or 
the parish office at (785) 292-4462 week-
day mornings.

st. Mary Church, St. benedict, will host its 
annual pancake breakfast on nov. 9 from 
7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. the cost to attend is a 
freewill donation.

the St. bernard’s Women’s Guild, Wamego, 
presents the annual “stitch ’n’ stuff” 
soup dinner and silent auction on nov. 9. 
the event will be held at the st. Bernard 
Parish hall, 1102 8th St., Wamego. lunch is 
served from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. there will also 
be a country store, quilt drawing, silent 
auction, kids’ games, and bingo. For more 
information or directions, call lyla bowser 
at (785) 456-9768.

Mother teresa of Calcutta Church, 2014 
n.W. 46th St., topeka, will host a parish 
mission nov. 9 - 11 from 7 - 8:30 p.m., 
featuring Steve angrisano and Jenni an-
grisano. the cost to attend is a freewill do-
nation. this family-friendly parish mission 
is focused on developing a deeper under-
standing of faith and family and making 
faith and family a priority in today’s busy 
world. a musicians’ luncheon and work-
shop will also be held on nov. 9 from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. register for the workshop 
by nov. 5 by visiting the website at: www.
mtcctopeka.org.

the Christian widow and widowers or-
ganization will host a holiday luncheon at 
1 p.m. on nov. 9 in o’Connor Hall at most 
Pure heart of mary church, 17th and Stone, 
topeka. there is no cost to attend. For 
more information, call (785) 272-0055 and 
leave a message.

veterans, family members and 
friends are invited to attend a 
flag-raising ceremony and trib-
ute on nov. 11 at 2 p.m. at the 

veterans Memorial at resurrection 
Cemetery, 83rd and Quivira rd., lenexa. 
the american legion band will provide a 
patriotic musical prelude at 1:30 p.m. the 
brief ceremony will include the flag-     rais-
ing, patriotic music, a tribute to veterans, 
prayer, a 21-gun salute and playing of taps. 
Father James e. ludwikoski, chaplain, will 
pay tribute to veterans during the program. 
he is pastor of Good Shepherd Parish, 
Shawnee. For more information, call cath-
olic cemeteries at (913) 371-4040; send an 
email to: information@cathcemks.org; or 
visit the website at: www.cathcemks.org.

Keeler women’s Center, 2220 central 
ave., Kansas city, Kansas, hosts a monthly 
book club for women that meets from 6 - 
7:30 p.m. on the second tuesday of each 
month. the book for nov. 11 is “the all-Girl 
Filling Station’s last reunion” by Fannie 
Flagg. to register, call (913) 906-8990.

the 25th anniversary of the Je-
suit martyrs of the University of 
central america will be remem-
bered with a prayer service and 

reflective presentation by mary Pimmel- 
Freeman at 7 p.m. on nov. 13 at st. Francis 
Xavier Church, 1001 e. 52nd St., Kansas 
city, missouri.

“Illuminating the word: the advent 
readings” will be held nov. 13 from 9:30 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Sophia Spirituality cen-
ter, 751 S. 8th St., atchison. the day will 
be a meditative analysis of the readings 
for the Sundays of advent. For more infor-
mation or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit Sophia Spirituality center’s web-
site at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

a women’s discernment retreat 
will be held at Prairie star ranch, 
Williamsburg, on nov. 14-15. this 
is an opportunity for unmarried 

women between the ages of 18 and 30 

who are discerning a call to become a 
bride of christ. Young women will have 
the opportunity to grow in community, de-
velop understanding of discernment, and 
meet Sisters serving in our archdiocese. 
the cost to attend is $35, and registration 
is preferred by nov. 10. For more informa-
tion and/or to register, visit our website 
at: www.archkck.org/ranch; send an email 
to: psrministry@archkck.org; or call (785) 
746-5693.

turkey bingo, sponsored by the 
holy rosary Sodality, will be held 
at all saints Parish hall, 815 ver-
mont, Kansas city, Kansas, on 

nov. 15. Food will be served from 5 - 6 p.m. 
the cost to attend is $9, which includes 
one card, Polish sausage and kraut sand-
wich and drink. For more Information, call 
Pat Waliczek (913) 371-4728.

advice and aid Pregnancy Centers, Inc., 
is in need of volunteers and will be offer-
ing a volunteer informational meeting 
on nov. 15 from 7 - 9 p.m. at 11644 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee. For more information on 
volunteering in this ministry or to rSvP, 
contact mary newcomer at (913) 962-
0200 or send an email to: volunteer@      
adviceandaid.com.

st. James academy, 24505 Prairie Star 
Pkwy., lenexa, will host its open house on 
nov. 15 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. See the cam-
pus, meet student leaders, coaches and 
department chairs, experience the com-
munity, and learn more about St. James 
academy. For more information, visit the 
website at: www.sjakeepingfaith.org.

an exemplification for admission into 
the fourth degree of the Knights of Co-
lumbus will be conducted on nov. 15 at 
Good shepherd Church, 12800 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee. all third-degree members of 
the Knights of columbus are encouraged 
to apply. For applications and further in-
formation, contact bill brocker at (913) 
631-6053, or send an email to: wbrocker@
kc.rr.com.

the Women of nativity and St. michael 
the archangel Parish invite you to attend 
a presentation on “the virgin Mary’s 
last Home on earth” on nov. 15 from 10-
11 a.m. at Church of the nativity, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. bill Quatman, pres-
ident of the american Society of ephesus, 
will share how his organization works to 
restore mary’s home, St. John’s tomb and 
other christian sites in ephesus, turkey. 
mary’s home was discovered in 1891 in 
ephesus by a priest. the house has been 
visited by three popes. all are welcome. 
there is no cost to attend.

“western Civilization: what a 
Good Idea” will be presented by 
dr. thomas noble from the Uni-
versity of notre dame on nov. 17 

at 7 p.m. in the Kansas room of the Kan-
sas union at the university of Kansas. 
this event is cosponsored by the St. law-
rence Institute for Faith and culture and 
the notre dame club of eastern Kansas. It 
is free and open to the public.  

volunteer orientation to support 
women in crisis pregnancies will 
be held nov. 20 from 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. at the wyandotte Pregnan-

cy Clinic, 3021 n. 54th St., Kansas city,  
Kansas. learn about a variety of volun-
teer opportunities that contribute to up-
holding the sanctity of human life, from 
organizing baby clothing to counseling 
women one-on-one. there’s no commit-
ment. rSvP to leslie at least three days in 
advance by calling (913) 634-5579, (913) 
287-8287, or send an email to: volunteer@
wpcnetwork.org.

a Mass with prayers for healing, spon-
sored by archdiocesan charismatic prayer 
groups, will be at 7:30 p.m. on nov. 20 in 
the Father Burak room at curé of ars 
Parish, 9401 mission rd., leawood. For 

more information, call (913) 649-2026.

“Bye Bye Birdie” will be presented by the 
students of St. James academy, 24505 
Prairie Star Pkwy., lenexa, in the st. James 
academy Commons. Performances will 
be held nov. 20, 21, and 22. all show times 
are 7 p.m.  the cost to attend is $10 for 
adults; $5 for students under the age of 
18, as well as for senior citizens. tickets 
may be purchased in advance by visiting 
the St. James academy website at: www.
sjakeepingfaith.org. For more information, 
call (913) 254-4200. 

ascension Marketplace will be 
held on nov. 21 from 7 - 10 p.m. and 
on nov. 22 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
Church of the ascension, 9510 W. 

127th St., overland Park. there will be com-
munity vendors with gourmet candy and  
desserts, handcrafted pottery, women’s 
fashion and accessories, jewelry, handbags, 
home decor, personalized gift items, holiday 
ideas and much more. For more informa-
tion, call (913) 681-3348 or send an email 
to: dmaurer@kcascension.org.

Church of the ascension, 9510 W. 127th  
St., overland Park, is looking for unique 
vendors for the ascension Marketplace.  
this year’s event will take place nov. 21 - 
22. a vendor application form can be found 
by visiting the website at: www.kcascen-
sion.org and clicking on ascension mar-
ketplace. For more information, contact 
dawnlee maurer by email at: dmaurer@
kcascension.org or call (913) 681-3348. 

an advent retreat will be held 
nov. 22 at sanctuary of Hope 
Prayer and retreat Center, 2601 
ridge ave., Kansas city, Kansas. 

For more information or to make reserva-
tions, call Julie at (913) 321-4673.

St. Joseph - St. lawrence Parish will host 
its fall fest on nov. 22 at st. lawrence 
Hall, 211 W. riley, easton. mass will be 
held at 5 p.m. a soup and chili supper will 
be held from 4 - 7 p.m. turkey and ham 
bingo will follow dinner. there will also be 
a raffle with great prizes and much more.

a memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be held at 8 a.m. on nov. 22 at 
Curé of ars Parish, 9401 mission rd., 
leawood. Following the mass, the be-
reavement ministry will hold its month-
ly support meeting in the Father burak 
room. the topic will be “lessons in Grief 
from c.S. lewis.” For more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

the St. casimir men’s Society will 
host its annual golumbki dinner 
on nov. 23 in the st. Casimir Par-
ish hall, 719 Pennsylvania ave., 

leavenworth. a traditional Polish dinner 
will be served from noon - 3 p.m. the cost 
to attend is $9 for adults; $4 for children 
ages 12 and under. 
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The names of sev-
eral area towns all 
share something 
in common.  Blue 

Springs, Excelsior Springs, 
Bonner Springs all include 
the word “springs.” 

This is no accident. Nei-
ther is it an affectation on 
the part of these towns to 
promote themselves. Rather, 
it is grounded in reality.  

Local geology and the 
water table combine to 
produce springs of water in 
those places. Water collects 
on the limestone bedrock. 
That pool of water seeps out 
in the form of a spring.

That is also the image 
that Sunday’s first reading — 
Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 — presents 
to us: “The angel brought 
me back to the entrance of 
the temple, and I saw water 
flowing out from beneath 
the threshold of the tem-
ple toward the east, for the 
façade of the temple was 
toward the east; the wa-

ter flowed down from the 
southern side of the temple, 
south of the altar.”

That spring of water 
eventually forms a life-giv-
ing river. On its banks, 
fruit-bearing trees grow, 
whose leaves serve as med-
icine. The river flows into 
the sea and enables fish to 
flourish there.

That river represents 
God’s grace, which flows to 
the people of Israel from the 
Temple. In that, Ezekiel’s 
prophecy anticipates the 

grace that flows to us from 
the Eucharist.

The Eucharist is the 
source of life for the church, 
because it provides us with 
the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ, our spiritual nourish-
ment. Its grace flows from 
the altar where we celebrate 
it, just as the life-giving river 
flows from the altar in Eze-
kiel’s prophecy. 

That is why the altar 
stands out as the most im-
portant spot in the church 
building. The rite of dedica-
tion of a church draws atten-
tion to that importance. It is 
a very impressive ceremony. 

First, the altar is sprinkled 
with holy water, along with 
the walls of the church and 
the people. Then, the altar is 
anointed with chrism. “The 
anointing with chrism makes 
the altar a symbol of Christ, 
who, before all others, is 
and is called ‘The Anointed 
One’; for the Father anointed 
him with the Holy Spirit and 

constituted him the High 
Priest so that on the altar 
of his body he might offer 
the sacrifice of his life for 
the salvation of all” (Rite of 
Dedication, 16).

Next, “incense is burned 
on the altar to signify that 
Christ’s sacrifice, there per-
petuated in mystery, ascends 
to God as an odor of sweet-
ness, and also to signify that 
the people’s prayers rise up 
pleasing and acceptable, 
reaching the throne of God.” 
A cloth is placed on the altar, 
because “it is the Lord’s 
table at which all God’s 
people joyously meet to be 
refreshed with divine food, 
namely, the body and blood 
of Christ sacrificed.”

As we celebrate the feast 
of the Dedication of St. John 
Lateran, the mother church 
of Christendom, we honor 
all our churches, where we 
partake of the Eucharist, our 
source of life.

In case you’re wonder-
ing: Yes, I was devas-
tated. 

The Royals’ heart-
breaking loss at home to the 
Giants was not what was 
in the script. Their magical 
run through the playoffs was 
supposed to end with a dra-
matic home run from Perez 
with two outs in the bottom 
of the ninth in Game 7 of the 
World Series, with Gordon 
on third, giving the Royals 
a 4-3 victory. Pandemonium 
was to ensue. The city was 
to go crazy with jubilation. 
Destiny was to be fulfilled. 

Yeah, that didn’t happen. 
Honestly, I felt cheated. 
How fair is it that the Giants 
won another World Series, 
their third in five years? 
Couldn’t God have cut us 
a break and let the Royals 
win only their second World 
Series in 29 years? Was that 
too much to ask? Because 
we didn’t “take the crown,” 
it seemed like the whole 
season was pointless, we 
were failures.

When my thoughts 
reached that point, I re-
trieved a slim, little volume 
from my bookshelf, which 
contained the following 
riddle: What is the differ-

ence between God and you? 
Answer: God never thinks 
he’s you. (So, why do I 
sometimes think I’m God?) 

Though not a Catholic 
spiritual writer, I’ve found 
much to ponder in Anne 
Lamott’s writing. Her brief 
book about keeping prayer 
simple was just what I 
needed. The title says it all: 
“Help, Thanks, Wow: The 
Three Essential Prayers” 
(New York: Riverhead 
Books; 2012; 102 pgs.; $17.95). 
I felt comforted as I reread 
the passages that I’d high-
lighted. It put things into 
perspective and began the 
process of healing. It’s kind 
of silly, I guess, to say that I 
was so affected by a baseball 
team, but it is what it is.

So, what does Lamott 
have to say? She reminds 
us that prayer is “commu-
nication from our hearts to 
the great mystery . . . ‘God.’” 
And she rightly says that 
“God can handle honesty, 
and prayer begins an honest 
conversation.” So, I brought 
my brokenness and dis-
appointment to God, who 
led me through those three 
essential prayers:

Help. I laughed out loud 
when I reread this line: “I 
ask that God’s will be done, 
and I mostly sort of mean 
it.” I’d prayed before Game 
7 that I accept whatever the 
outcome was going to be. 
(And, knowing that God 
was certainly a Royals fan, I 
was confident what the final 
score would be!). 

Lamott wisely writes that 
“most good, honest prayers 
remind me that I am not in 
charge, that I cannot fix any-
thing, and that I open myself 
to being helped by some-
thing, some force, some 
friends, some something.” I 
am not in charge. (See the 
riddle above!) If I was, well, 
things would have been dif-
ferent. But I’m not in charge 
and, boy, that’s a tough 
insight to handle. Praying 

“help,” though, allows us to 
“turn our eyes to something 
else,” like:

Thanks. How silly of 
me to ignore all the good 
that came from this excit-
ing season of the Royals. 
It energized the city. It 
united people. If you were 
wearing Royals blue, who 
cared if you were a Demo-
crat or Republican, Kansan 
or Missourian, white or 
black or brown or any other 
color, young or old, male or 
female, rich or not so rich? 
And who couldn’t love our 
hometown baseball players 
who shared their joy, enthu-
siasm and this wild ride so 
generously with the fans? 
And can you really complain 
about such a close, exciting 
Game 7, right down to the 
last out of the last inning? 
With just a little reflection, 
there was — and is — so 
much to be grateful for.

So, embarrassed yet again 
by my shortsightedness 
(This season pointless? Give 
me a break!) and humbled 
by the overwhelming gen-
erosity of God in all things, 
I can only look to heaven, 
grin sheepishly and softly 
whisper my heartfelt:

Wow. 
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father 
maRK GoLdaSICH
Father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

Mark MY Words

Ezekiel’s prophecy anticipates the Eucharist

father mIKe STuBBS
Father mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
university.

in tHe Beginning

scriPtUre readings

THIRTy-SeCoNd weeK IN oRdINaRy TIme

Nov. 9
THe dedICaTIoN oF THe LaTeRaN BaSILICa
ez 47: 1-2, 8-9, 12
Ps 46: 2-3, 5-6, 8-9
1 Cor 3: 9c-11, 16-17
Jn 2: 13-22

Nov. 10
Leo the Great, pope, doctor of the church
Ti 1: 1-9
Ps 24: 1b-4b, 5-6
Lk 17: 1-6

Nov. 11
martin of Tours, bishop
Ti 2: 1-8, 11-14
Ps 37: 3-4, 18, 23, 27, 29
Lk 17: 7-10

Nov. 12
Josaphat, bishop, martyr
Ti 3: 1-7
Ps 23: 1b-6
Lk 17: 11-19

Nov. 13
Frances Xavier Cabrini, virgin
Phlm 7-20
Ps 146: 7-10
Lk 17: 20-25

Nov. 14
Friday
2 Jn 4-9
Ps 119: 1-2, 10-11, 17-18
Lk 17: 26-37

Nov. 15
Albert the Great, bishop, 
doctor of the church
3 Jn 5-8
Ps 112: 1-6
Lk 18: 1-8
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PoPe Francis
the way christians behave can either help 

and inspire others, or turn them away from ever 
following Jesus, Pope Francis said. “how many 
times we’ve heard in our neighborhoods, ‘oh 
that person over there always goes to church, 
but he bad-mouths everyone, skins them alive.’ 
What a bad example to bad-mouth other peo-
ple. this is not christian,” the pope said at his 

weekly general audience in St. Peter’s Square 
oct. 29. causing scandal and being a bad exam-
ple turn people off, making them think, “‘hey, if 
that is being christian, I’ll be an atheist.’ that’s 
because our witness is what makes people see 
what it is to be a christian,” he said. 

the pope continued a series of talks on the 
nature of the catholic church, focusing on the 
visible and spiritual reality of the church. the 
visible church can be seen in its many parish-

es, christian communities and organizations as 
well as in its people, like the pope, priests and 
religious men and women all over the world, he 
said. but the church — the body of Jesus — is 
also bigger than that because it is made up of 
the countless men and women who are bap-
tized and “who believe, hope and love,” as well 
as offer “relief, comfort and peace” in the lord’s 
name, the pope said.

— CNS

how could i be so royally blind?
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Did you know 
that World 
Food Day 

this year was Oct. 16? 
To be honest, I had no 

idea either. It turns out, 
World Food Day was estab-
lished in 1979 to raise aware-
ness and take action against 
world hunger. 

The United Nations 
estimates there are about 
805 million people in the 
world that live with chronic 
hunger, and about 26 per-
cent of the children in the 
world suffer from malnutri-
tion. Those are staggering 
statistics, but the majority 
of those living in hunger 
live in impoverished nations 
in Africa, Asia and Latin 

America, right? 
True, more than 70 

percent of those suffering 
with food insecurities live in 
those areas. 

So, why should we care? 
First, no one should go hun-
gry in this world. Everyone 
has a right to adequate food. 
Jesus said, “Whoever has 
two tunics is to share with 

him who has none. And 
whoever has food is to do 
likewise” (Lk 3:11). Second, 
food insecurity is a major 
problem in Kansas. In 2013, 
nearly 23 percent of Kansas 
children lived in “food inse-
cure households.”

There are many theories 
on why hunger exists in a 
world that annually produc-
es more than enough food 
to feed everyone. There 
doesn’t appear to be a single 
root cause of the problem. 
The good news is that no 
matter which theory you 
subscribe to, our response 
as Catholics should be the 
same: “Whoever oppresses 
the poor insults his Maker, 
but he who is generous to 
the needy honors him” (Prv 
14:31).

Thanks to parish and Hy-
Vee food drives, St. Thom-
as Aquinas High School’s 
annual food drive, and the 
generous support of many 
other community partners, 
more than 112,000 people 
were served by a Catho-
lic Charities of Northeast 
Kansas food pantry during 
the last 12 months. Our food 
pantries are making import-
ant changes to better serve 
those in need. 

Higher nutritional food 
has been added to the 
shelves, and cooking classes 
are being offered. Some of 
our food pantries (soon to 
be all) have implemented a 
“client choice” model that 
allows people to shop for 
themselves instead of being 
handed a sack of food, ac-

knowledging the God-given 
dignity of every person. 

Unfortunately, the need 
continues to grow. Their 
stories are all different, but 
their need is the same. I 
recently had the experience 
of taking someone through 
our food pantry for their very 
first time. This person had 
several college degrees and 
once held a number of highly 
compensated jobs. Then the 
economy turned and unem-
ployment soared. It can hap-
pen to anyone, and it does. 

Until world hunger is 
solved, Catholic Charities 
will continue to feed the 
hungry. Please continue to 
help by supporting your 
parish, school or commu-
nity food drive for Catholic 
Charities. 

food insecurity continues to grow; help us meet the need

help us make believers of disadvantaged kids

don’t let noise of the holidays drown out god’s voice

Believing the 
unbelievable 
is an oxymo-

ron for sure. But is 
it possible? 

Our academia friends 
might say that theoretically 
it is not possible, but I say to 
them “au contraire.”

Let me provide a few ex-
amples for the nonbelievers.

When this baseball 
season started, how many 
of you would have guessed 
that our beloved men in 
blue would be in this year’s 
World Series? The only per-
son who raised his hand is a 
guy in the back whose name 
is Ned. And it appears that, 
as I write this article, he has 

a group of guys in a club-
house who believe in each 
other such that they are on 
the cusp of making World 
Series history. Who would 
have thought? Please “don’t 
stop believing.”

 How about others who 
hold fast and say, “Seeing is 

believing”? 
OK, what about this one?
Would you believe that 

1,437 people showed up for 
a CEF Gaudeamus dinner 
the night of Game 4 of the 
World Series to honor two 
people and a CEF school 
rather than watching the 
game elsewhere? You’d 
better believe it!  I was there 
to see it. Same ballpark, but 
a different inning — would 
you believe that over a 
million dollars were pledged 
that same night to help kids 
go to Catholic schools? Be-
lieve me, it is true.

And then there are the 
kids and families who re-
ceive the kindness of those 
who support the Catholic 
Education Foundation. I 
have been told many times 

over by CEF parents that 
they can’t believe their 
children are being given the 
opportunity to attend one of 
our CEF schools. They are 
in total disbelief. But, thanks 
to you, it is happening. You 
are making believers out of 
these parents. 

The night of our Gaude-
amus dinner, one of our 
CEF parents told me he was 
choked up by the over-
whelming support he felt 
from CEF donors. He was 
struggling to comprehend 
that people they do not 
know genuinely care about 
them. He believes now, be-
cause it is happening today 
for him and his family. 

And, believe me, they 
are truly appreciative of the 
opportunity to send their 

kids to one of our Catholic 
schools.

Lastly and most impor-
tantly, we have our CEF 
kids, who believe that their 
Catholic school dreams can 
come true. They want to 
attend a school that allows 
them to get closer to God. 
CEF believes these kids de-
serve the chance to enhance 
their lives through prayer.

Many thanks to those 
who believe Catholic 
education should be made 
available to all, regardless of 
their financial circumstanc-
es. You are making believ-
ers of these kids and their 
families and making their 
dreams a reality!

Please “don’t stop believ-
ing.”

God invented 
imagination. 
We are a 

church of wonder 
and possibilities 
because our God is 
creative and infinite.  

I was in Marvel Cave at 
Silver Dollar City in Bran-
son, Missouri, the other day 
and a young boy was look-
ing down from the top of the 
giant staircase leading into 
the cave, about 16 stories, 
and he asked, “Is God’s love 
and heaven as big as this 
enormous staircase?”  

The cave guide, without 
missing a beat, said, “It is 
not even close. God’s love 
and heaven are way bigger!”  

The kid’s question and 

the cave guide’s answer 
are templates for answer-
ing people’s real questions 
in a language that is both 
accurate and very under-
standable. 

The General Directory 
for Catechesis teaches us to 
both really listen to peo-
ple’s questions and to find 

language that is easy to un-
derstand and that captures 
God’s infinite and intimate 
nature.

Wonder and awe are signs 
that we have experienced 
the divine. When we play 
catch with the kids, they ask 
really interesting questions. 
In fact, playing doll house, 
table tennis, tag and the 
many games that kids and 
grandkids often ask us opens 
doors that allow kids to both 
daydream and ask interest-
ing questions that are knock-
ing around in their heads. 

Adults are the same way. 
When we go fishing or 
hunting, or shopping, take 
evening walks and other 
activities that let our minds 
wander, we allow ourselves 
the privilege to drift and 
wonder about things both 
infinite and intimate. That 

usually leads us to talking 
about matters of faith and 
reason. 

The Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd is a remark-
able ministry in several of 
our parishes that allows kids 
3-12 years old to wonder and 
drift while learning about 
the infinite and intimate 
nature of God. 

CGS is a Montessori- 
based learning program. 
Questions and possibilities 
are explored and encour-
aged. The atriums, or 
classrooms, are laboratories 
that are built to the scale of 
the kids that explore there. 
Discovery, exploration and 
wonder are celebrated as 
kids ask questions. 

CGS catechists are 
taught to cultivate students’ 
imaginations and help them 
discover God’s voice and 

presence. Atriums are gen-
erally sacred spaces where 
sound levels are low, so 
God’s voice can be heard. 

I love GCS and my kids 
have treasured their atrium 
time, because it makes them 
aware of God’s presence and 
love that is all around them. 
GCS students are asked 
frequently, “What do you 
hear God is saying to you?” 
That it is normal for them 
to know that God is whis-
pering to them and that God 
cares deeply about what 
they are wondering about.

As we prepare for 
Thanksgiving and fall family 
time, listen deeply to God 
whispering to you, play 
catch, take walks with those 
that you love. Be ready to be 
asked interesting questions 
about things infinite and 
intimate.

ken wILLIamS
Ken williams is the executive director 
of Catholic Charities.

inside catHoLic cHarities

Michael moRRISey
michael morrisey is the executive 
director of the Catholic education 
Foundation. you can reach him at 
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to 
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org. 

ceF centered

deacon 
daNa NeaRmyeR
 deacon dana Nearmyer is the 
lead consultant for the archdiocesan 
office of evangelization and Catholic 
formation of youth.

seeking cHrist’s Heart
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More than $1 million was 
raised this year at the 
Catholic Education 
Foundation Gaudea-

mus event. That’s a record amount. 
But organizers were more im-

pressed with the head count.
For the first time in the history 

of the event, 
Gaudeamus 
had major 
c o m p e t i -
tion — it 
fell on the 
same night 
as Game 4 of 
the World Se-
ries.

W o u l d 
people still 
show up 
to support 
C a t h o l i c 
schools? Or 
would they 
be at other 
events sup-
porting the 
Royals?

“We hoped 
and we 
prayed,” said 
CEF execu-
tive direc-
tor Michael 
M o r r i s e y . 
“And the 
1,437 turnout 
just blew our 
minds. 

“We were 
flabbergasted 
and thank-
ful, and just 
very appre-
ciative that 
folks thought 
enough of the 
mission to 
come and be 
with us.”

Those at-
tending weren’t disappointed. 

Gaudeamus itself was turned into 
a Royals watch party — beginning 
with guests waving their blue table 
napkins and chanting “Go Royals, go 
CEF!” at the direction of Morrisey.

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

When a few middle school 
students recently cele-
brated birthdays, each 
one asked for something 

they already have.
Specifically, they asked their party 

guests to bring donations for the Cath-
olic Education Foundation to help pay 
for scholarships so other students can 
attend Catholic schools like they do.

Seventh-graders from St. Ann 
School in Prairie Village attended one 
such party, and eighth-graders at Good 

Shepherd School in Shawnee celebrat-
ed three classmates’ birthdays at an-
other.

Jack Morris, now a seventh-grader 
at St. Ann, loves learning about God at 
school.

He had learned in sixth grade about 
ways to help other kids who couldn’t 
afford tuition.

Jim and Susie Morris are Jack’s par-
ents, and they have donated before — 
as a family — to CEF. Jack also has a 
good friend who helps the organiza-
tion.

“I enjoy learning about Bible stories 
and how great God is,” said Jack. “I feel 

that everyone should get the chance to 
learn about God, also.”

But he understands that some fami-
lies struggle with the costs of sending 
their children to Catholic school.

That’s where CEF — and the people 
who contribute to scholarships — can 
help.

So Jack knew exactly what he want-
ed to do for his birthday.

“My birthday is in July, and I told my 
parents I didn’t need any gifts, and I’d 
rather help others that aren’t as fortu-
nate as me,” said Jack. “I told them I’d 
like to help other students be able to 
go to Catholic school. [I] wanted to ask 

the kids that came to my party to bring 
donations, instead of any gifts for me.”

And so, when his guests showed up 
at his house in July for swimming, ca-
noeing, volleyball and a barbecue, they 
also collectively brought more than 
$450 to go toward a scholarship.

Jack was thrilled with the response.
So were the three eighth-graders at 

Good Shepherd when they celebrated 
their August birthdays at a combined 
party for their whole grade in Septem-
ber.

JJ Mark, an eighth-grader at Good 
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Congratulations to St. Matthew 
principal Heather Huscher 
who has a simple formula 
for the steady growth in her 

school’s enrollment numbers. 
“I am surrounded by people who love 

God and love kids and are willing to tell 
people about it,” she said. 

Increased enrollment is one of many 
reasons St. Matthew has been present-
ed the Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann 
Catholic Education Foundation School 
of Excellence Award for the second time 
in three years.

“One of the [application] categories 
is ‘Prudently Managed,’” said CEF exec-
utive director Michael Morrisey. “A part 
of that is enrollment.

“If we look at St. Matthew today, the 
enrollment is almost to capacity.”

Huscher credited the outstanding 
preschool located within St. Matthew 
School with helping raise the numbers..

“They’re a top-ranked preschool in 

Topeka,” she said. “And so that makes my 
job pretty easy.

“Having it in the school is key, too, 
because the preschoolers see it as their 
school.”

Huscher also employs some very pro-
active recruitment methods.

“I teach baptism prep in my parish,” 
she said. “So does my kindergarten 
teacher and another school mom who’s 
very dedicated to the school.

“So we shamelessly plug the school 
from the very beginning.”

Sustainability is another quality 
looked for by CEF and, again, St. Mat-
thew scores high in keeping its students 
through graduation.

“In a lot of ways, that’s probably most 
important,” said Morrisey. “Then hope-
fully we’ve got them closer to God; and 
that’s what we’re trying to do”

Presenting the award to Huscher at 
this year’s Gaudeamus, superintendent 
of schools Dr. Kathy O’Hara commented 
on St. Matthews’ forward-thinking phi-
losophy.

“The application said they are con-

stantly looking for ways to become ‘holi-
er, bigger and smarter,’” she said.

The school continues to excel in aca-
demics and is known for including faith 
lessons in every subject. 

“That’s part of my observation tool,” 
said Huscher. “I’m looking for intention-
al infusion of the faith every time I’m in 
a classroom.”

 St. Matthew students are encour-
aged to live their faith through steward-
ship. Every year, a day is set aside for all 
grades to engage in community service.

“They’re just out in the community 
making sure they’re putting their faith 
into action,” said Huscher.

A third of St. Matthew students re-
ceive CEF scholarships.

“We simply couldn’t exist without 
CEF,” said Huscher. “It takes the worries 
of money off the table for families. 

“The thing that keeps me going back 
to work here every day is that sense of 
family,” she added. “We just keep doing 
what we’re doing — not for awards, but 
for love of God and each other.”

celebrating cef
gaudeamus 

hits a home run

it’s not 
too late to 

donate!
When you 

donate to the 
catholic educa-
tion Foundation, 
100 percent of 
your donation 
goes to schol-
arships. and it 
does make a 
difference — 
93.5 percent of 
ceF graduates 
attend college 
compared to 33 
percent of their 
peers.

ceF will help 
1,400 students 
attend catholic 
school this year, 
but hundreds 
of students 
still need assis-
tance.

Find out how 
you can be part 
of making a differ-
ence in the lives 
of these children 
by visiting the 
website at: www.
cefks.org.

While you’re 
there, check 
out the new ceF 
video “St. Pat’s 
Family.”

St. Matthew named School of Excellence

LeaveN PHoTo By JILL RaGaR eSFeLd

Principal Heather Huscher stands with kindergartners Jordan Barranco, nigel garcia, katalina Uhl, Lilly charvat, ava rogers, and Payton reinecke out-
side st. Matthew in topeka, recipient of the 2014 archbishop Joseph F. naumann catholic education Foundation school of excellence award.

birthday parties benefit the catholic Education foundation
>> See “true-Blue” on page 4

>> See “PartIes” on page 4


